League of Women Voters of
dBerrien and Cass Counties

Newsletter

From President Chris

Time to look forward to all the interesting,
innovative and engaging possibilities 2016 will
bring. Surely there will be challenges, good
and creative opportunities, even more
fascinating inventions revealed in this Leap
Year. An entire "extra" day to utilize to our
benefit.

The potential is huge for participating more
fully in life generally and for taking advantage
of each new day in a way that works best for us

individually or as a family or organization.

I'm expecting 2016 to be a full and fruitful year for LWVBCC and look forward
to more active participation from our general membership. Please step up,
volunteer your time when asked, and attend as many League events as you're
able. Look elsewhere in this newsletter for information on our January book
club selections (January 11) and other news of interest. Happy New Year
everyone. May it be a positive, productive, and prosperous year for each of
you.

Chris

Appeal for New Board Members

Due to recent moves out of state by three of our board members since October
1, am appealing to any member who is looking for a rewarding, stimulating,
at-times-challenging experience to volunteer to serve on our board. We get
along well, have good discussions, help each other with project arrangements
and details, etc.

Board Responsibilities are:
® Attend Board meetings (give notification if unable to attend).
® Assistin overall planning and decision-making.
® Supportand attend League activities.
® Explain and promote the League in your community.

® Understand and maintain the League's political (non-partisan) activity
policy.

® Attend state and regional League meetings.

® Assistin fund-raising activities.

NEL VLYY
2016

LWVBCC: Contact Us

Our new mailing address!

P.O. Box 1032
Niles, Ml 49120

Iwvbcce.org

January 11 (Mon) 10am.

Book Club meeting at Liz Ennis &
Annett Van Dusens home. 1220
W. Indian Street, New Buffalo, M|

January 12 (Tue) League Board
Meeting.

LWVBCC

Board of Directors

Chris Zilke President

John Ripley Treasurer

Pat Lauth Secretary

Donna Dutton Membership
Barb Lackner Voter Service
Vacant Environment

Liz Ennis Education
Melissa Clapper At Large
Karen Ristau At Large
Marilyn Klawiter At Large
Webmaster Mike McCaffrey
Welcome to the team Mike!

Board Meeting/Minutes

Board Meetings are held on the
third Tuesday of most months.
Members are encouraged to
attend. The next meeting is
October 20 at 4:00 pm at the
Lakewood Estates Community



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBoQfwrsKOXmQJYT6-zgh12-0WwI5maj7KTj4J-lJsK_dplEc9fOzOpM57Y4ZTOgNtQ5MiNwvT-D4o08qw3gkXEy8TXpwo3DVWpBKjlY9-yd&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuKhhn0DHIuCIVaIOqlFYGm1ublIwxioJYbHqoRxydqF5joTWEUMrA8IF6VpeNxJDP7fBPb3VB9c7WFaMNEH_dMHkQmSI2aWi6ATCMbS0w48dY9tXR9_jCCfaa06QKBReAQEH83NwrRiNsy2pHP1vtjQrHNVuR78f_twaMdR9WGIro69koAKYv4E0Aw4ZxX1UrFV9-RH5e7aNri_i-tAKfWeX-urbgl3vs6SEd_Rl-rcX&c=&ch=

Please give joining the LWVBCC board sincere consideration. Call me at 269
449 2225 or e-mail me at chris_zilke@yahoo.com.

It seems everyone enjoyed the Holiday Social held December 11 at the Box
Factory for the Arts. There was a fair amount of lasagna left over, and Melissa
Clapper and Bette Pierman delivered it that evening to the Benton Harbor
family shelter. Itwas sincerely appreciated by the shelter and | expect by
those who were able to enjoy it the next day. Thanks go to Marilyn Klawiter for
"booking" the Box Factory, to Donna Dutton for the lovely table arrangements,
to Barb Lackner for arranging for the lasagnas to be prepared and delivered,
to everyone who brought a dish to share (I think virtually everyone did!) or
contributed in other ways - and to each of you who attended.

League of Women Voters Basics - Social

Policy

Secure equal rights and equal opportunity for all. Promote social
and economic justice and the health and safety of all Americans.

Some of the sub-categories under the Social Policy Position are:

Equality of Opportunity including Equal Rights; Education, Employment and
Housing; and Federal Role in Public Education.

What concerns me in particular these days is the Federal Role in Public
Education. I have grand children in public schools in Bloomington IN,
Redwood City CA and Chapel Hill NC. We hear and read lots about the
drastic reductions in State funding to schools - year after year it seems - but
less about the Federal role. It seems to be non-existent. The overall impact of
these reductions is having an adverse effect on children everywhere.

LWVBCC Book Club

Book club Monday January 11

"Notorious RBG" Join us at 1220 W. Indiana St., New Buffalo at 10 a.m.
Once again, even if you are unable to attend, this is a book you'll enjoy if you
want to learn more about Ruth Bader Ginsburg. My appreciation for this
extraordinary woman has increased - and | thought very highly of her before
reading this book.

Like us on Facebook [}

Visit the LWVBCC Facebook Page.
Be sure to like us!

"Volunteer/Learning Opportunity"

Interested in taking videos? Would you like to help with the steps involved in

event photography with our easy-to-use video camera? We need occasional
help when we shoot LWVBCC events and post them online. If you would like
to learn about basic videography and help us, please let us know

at lIwvbcc@gmail.com. Thank you.

Center, 8000 Warren Woods Rd,
Three Oaks.

Minutes are posted after they are
approved by the Board.

October 20, 2015
September 15. 2015
August 18, 2015
July 21, 2015

May 20, 2015

April 21, 2015
March 17, 2015

Quick Links

Consider Membership

Membership Form

Donate to the League

League Information
Election Information

OUR SPONSORS
THANK YOU!

ServiceMASTER
Clean_

The clean you expect.
service you deserve

Visit Our Sponsor

TERRACE ROOM

fireside rustic Italian

Visit Our Sponsor

SHEWR*M

Visit Our Sponsor

A Woman's World?

Approximately 34% more
women than men are
graduating from college.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuKhhn0DHIuCIVaIOqlFYGm1ublIwxioJYbHqoRxydqF5joTWEUMrA8IF6VpeNxJDP7fBPb3VB9c7WFaMNEH_dMHkQmSI2aWi6ATCMbS0w48dY9tXR9_jCCfaa06QKBReAQEH83NwrRiNsy2pHP1vtjQrHNVuR78f_twaMdR9WGIro69koAKYv4E0Aw4ZxX1UrFV9-RH5e7aNri_i-tAKfWeX-urbgl3vs6SEd_Rl-rcX&c=&ch=
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEcur9l8JORPdl0rjZaNnUEVz5y00l8aBDJVyeew0RDbjqTq_A-GaYjciSejCUSxf-uN_8d8qsUf9BCzByvwgrz_V_bOX_8o0THEq3dtwq7p_IVx_Hcue1OvqShBNdoGuA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEcur9l8JORP524WwNcxahZA3QkoirJdiadkfx3Ar_RU2SrOYsKLhPI9w2aT5dsEpSpO_qOr2epSYAJO676qkaQ830KnyElvtWcU7X13chTykEhYcjCL2DpW0GfRxvkwdPh5w8j7xRja&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEcur9l8JORP39eTiPA0M2s0ems0P0vAiWQekrr8xsNFBnB6ACfP6BzuoRZP1pnjMTsuXEt2HuIBUBsumALEooQwO5HL42FpKUanVDZ_tf_PDj2B1d6qykKWC77d2spkWVEeoD67XZzh&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuEcur9l8JORPrJ7zsDRK0sxO1szFkueBXzZln2x7fcM2IpsiH5IF56qljm-dotVqG7ZjIoHaodV9JXbtsCrvoQGtVHqxxvEhk4iVIQip-hQSPIs50jIXIFY4k8z6zvPThg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuP2sD0xZ3Jjk7ev_vevdn8-EvKtG6OGaemYcv2ofBtJXMa9RlfLM_1lyCjygRXK6tLoQWDzXDEMY2f_-5rV4KRN1lAT9I90EjUc42LczBSxeViMeiNaN8tCsCjbP9ou-iWhZuv1OJfZF&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuMBWxQU_in_hf4FO6QBrgD71WP-Hm-rb7m-DXUN6Yh-Uce0liRsiteyX7o3BlLVAwSQnJSAEjzYDXZ437XAukDNBVLg4X6Zs1rxOxArk6YAcWFJ3-bcsvz8vpl-uJkzoGZwb8XioO4HX&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuL4uYNu-9ElZrSU41uRLA3xyGebDt-SbtyFPWdrmd-srEj9VWQiXbFSiW6TErGqar6rb5YiC91muaJbUQTDIlaIse6HlGjKSRR1URTTb4fHjWw4DUBHIOdXUsEnwETRyNh_e9EWEOdNj&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuL4uYNu-9ElZ6lsv0Vi3hZ1jyVKkLv-6kzpj7iPhv12Ue4zO2y-OZbQpwhRmHY-V2FAWuw4kIsJWuCZG3wt3GfKwqVIY3i1F1pLgFl3Dt217OHhp1iPMBuyQl-k6hU6mGw==&c=&ch=

Encourage membership
in LWVBCC!

A Happy New Year and Special Thanks to our

Sponsors:

Service Master Clean

Terrace Room Learn how saving on
homeowners starts in
fthe World Wi h
Center of the World Woodshop o ————
Tom Rossman State Farm Insurance

Bentwood Tavern @ B StateFarm

T . . . BHMMFMEBM!H
Please utilize their quality services. B —

League Membership Directory and Dues
We print our LWVBCC Membership Directory each year in early February. In

Visit Our Sponsor

order to be in the Directory for 2016, your dues must be received by January
31,2016. Our League U.S. and League Ml dues are based on those @

members whose dues are "current”.
BENTWOOD

In light of this, and to avoid a dreaded phone call reminder by one of your TA\/E R N

board members, please write that renewal check today or renew via Paypal. artisan comfort cuisine

Renewing by PayPal can be done easily by visiting our
website, http://www.lwvbcc.org/ and then clicking on the "League Membership

and Dues" tab along the left margin. There you will see "Join or Renew via Visit Our Sponsor

PayPal" and the rest is quick.

If your address, phone number, e-mail address or other relevant information
has changed, please let us know by sending an email
to lwvbcc@gmail.com with your changes before January 31.

Your continued membership is important and valued greatly by LWVBCC.
And if you are among the many members who have already renewed, we
thank you very much.

The League: A Valuable Resource in Our Communities

L LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS®

Helping to Make Democracy Work

Interested in joining the League? Go to our website or
contact our Membership Chair Donna Dutton



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001y1ltD-1ldJDzDiVwNHG-Es5HooYJqU2RTJRjSvwn_LiyjeQXwVNZuBoQfwrsKOXmQJYT6-zgh12-0WwI5maj7KTj4J-lJsK_dplEc9fOzOpM57Y4ZTOgNtQ5MiNwvT-D4o08qw3gkXEy8TXpwo3DVWpBKjlY9-yd&c=&ch=
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